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Levi to Keep a Watergate Prosecutor 


By JOHN M. CREWDSON 

Spwitrto The >i?w root Time* 

WasH WASHINGTON, 
Sept. IS — Attorney General Ed- 
ward H. Levi has decided -to 
let the special Watergate prose- 
cutor* s office remain open inde- 
finitely to prepare arguments 
i pending or expected 

appeal! filed by convicted 
figures. 

Htnsry S. Ruth, the current 
prosecutor and the third lawyer 
tc hold the_ post since it was 
created two and a half years 
ago, h known to have argued 
a gain st keeping the office ope 
after the release of <its long- 
awaited final report on the 

itergate cases, now sched- 
uled for early October. 

But Mr. Levi's view, which 
reportedly prevailed in his dis- 
cussions with Mr. Ruth over 
the future of the special prose- 
cution force, was that some 
of the lawyers who were fami- 
liar with the details of the 
v 5 rio ,H s Watergate prosecutions 
should be retained to handle 
appeals arising from those con- 
victions rather than having the 
appeals shunted abruptly to re- 
gular Justice Department law- 
yers. 

Mo Wrongdoing Found 

Meanwhile, the prosecutor’s 
office disclosed that it had end- 
ed its investigation into whe- 
ther L. Patrick Gray 3d, the 
former acting director Of the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, had violated Federal law 
in destroying documents relat- 
ed to the Watergate cover-up. 

A spokesman for Mr. Ruth 
was quoted as saying that a 
letter was being sent to Mr. 
Gray's attorney informing him 


that the investigation had been 
concluded with no finding of 
wrongdoing by Mr. Gray. 

According to associates, Mr. 
Ruth will resign shortly after 
the prosecutor's report is made 
public. He is expected to take 
a position with the Urban Insti- 
tute, a Washington-based re- 
search organization. V 
Justice Department offh 
said today that f|r the 
being the prosecutor’s 
would remain an indepedent 
aim of the Justice Department, 
but that its staff would be 
“somewhat reduced” in size. 

No decision has been made 
oe who will replace Mr. Ruth 
as its chief, the officials said. 

There are ft number of pend- 
ing appeals of convictions on 


Watergate-related crime, fa- 
eluding some filed by the defen- 
dants in the Watergate cover- 
up trial that ended last Jft Fuia- 
ry. Other appeals are possibly 
if further convictions are" 
gained in a trial, now under 
way in tog Angeles, invol 
possible fraud in conne 
with President Nxon’s tax 
The Watergate 
office has conth 
t af number ^ f 
. politic*! scandal, 
tt* possible misuse « 
ffugn contributions fry Mr. 

03- and some of his aides, 
tttere is Utile likefibood - 
any of tfcse inquiries will 
suit in indictments before 
issuance of the prosecutor’s 
nil report 


